Order Of Christian Funerals

The Order Of Christian Funerals, published in 1B9@he Canadian Bishops, guides the Catholic commu-
nity with specific rites and prayers to expresssagaxion to those who grieve, to give thanks to @edhe
blessings received by and through the deceasetbask God for mercy on all sinners. It is desajtee

help confront death in light of the life, sufferindeath and resurrection of Jesus. “In the faabeath the
Church confidently proclaims that God has creatathgerson for eternal life and that Jesus, byéduadh

and resurrection, has broken the chains of sind@ath that bound humanity." The Order of Chriskan
nerals #1)

Funerals For Catholics Have Three Distinct Parts.
The Vigil

“At the death of a Christian, whose life was beguthe waters of Baptism and strengthened at tluh&u
ristic table, the Church intercedes on behalf efdBceased because of its confident belief thahdgaot
the end nor does it break the bonds forged irf {lBCF #4)

The time immediately following death is often orfdbewilderment and may involve shock or heart rende
ing grief for the family and close friends. Thenmtry of the Church at this time is to gently acpany

the mourners in their initial adjustment to thet fatdeath and to the sorrow this entails. “The rbera of
the Christian community offer support to the mousnespecially by praying that the one they hase lo
may have eternal life.” (OCF #52)

The Vigil, which is generally held in a funeral herout may be celebrated in the home or other daitab
place (OCF #83), includes a solemn reading of tlked/éf God and prayers for the deceased and those
who mourn. This is the suitable occasion for @gylfor sharing remembrances of the deceased.

Why a Vigil? In time of loss the family and comnityrturn to God’s Word as the source of faith agda,
as light and life in the face of darkness and dedtte prayers call on God to bring the deceasedtime
communion of saints. The whole ceremony is rerems of the Easter Vigil when, in the darkened chur
we await the glorious resurrection of the Lord.

Who participates in the Vigil? “Whenever possitile family of the deceased should take part irstiec-
tion of texts and music and designation of thedgiical ministers.” (OCF #93).

Members of the local parish community are also eraged to participate as a sign of concern and@tipp
for the mourners. A priest, a deacon or, in thbgence, a lay person leads the community in prayer

The Funeral Mass
“Christians celebrate the funeral rites to offerrséop, praise and thanksgiving to God for the giftife

which has now been returned to God, the authafeodhd the hope of the just. The Mass, the meahofi
Christ’s death and resurrection, is the princigdébration of the Christian funeral.” (OCF #5)



When planning a Funeral Mass, there are five ingmnpoints to consider.

There is to be a Funeral Mass celebrated for edecgased Catholic. The only exceptions are: respis
unavailable, or if the Mass is to occur betweenyHdlursday and Easter Sunday or on a Sunday or on a
Holy Day of Obligation. If, due to extraordinaryaumstances, a family does not wish to have a Mass
they should consult with the parish priest befoekimg arrangements with a funeral director. Iféhis
serious reason to have no Mass, the Order of GiniBunerals states that the service without a Néass
“ordinary” to be celebrated in the parish churédCE #350)

There is an emphasis on the baptism of the deceasealit is through baptism in Jesus that eackgper
receives the promise of eternal life. The whitk geaped over the casket, the holy water and thetét
candle are symbols of Christ’s life which is bestovthrough the waters of baptism.

Requests for secular music cannot be accommodatedydhe Mass since the very nature of the Mass re
quires that the lyrics of the songs “express thetary of the lord's suffering, death and triumplkerov
death.” (OCF #30)

The readings for Mass are to be taken from thé&Bihhe family may choose the readings but they ma
not be from any source other than Sacred Scripture.

The Order of Christian Funerals prohibits a eulogghe context of Mass. “A brief homily based te t
readings is always given after the gospel readingeafuneral liturgy...but there is never to beudogy”.
(OCF #27) While a eulogy is intended to recall amdn praise the deceased, a homily is directeélm
ing all who are gathered to understand the mysie@god’s love and how the mystery of Jesus’ viciasi
death and resurrection were present in the lith@deceased and are present in our lives as well.

The Rite Of Committal

“The rite of committal, the conclusion of the fuakrites, is celebrated at the grave, tomb, or etenum

and may be used for burial at sea.” (OCF #512)yd?saare offered to commit the body of the dece&sed
its final resting place. In committing the bodyitte resting place, the community expresses thgehbat,
with all those who have gone before, marked withdign of faith, the deceased awaits the gloryhefres-
urrection. The rite of committal is an expressidithe communion that exists between the Churcbasth
and the Church in heaven: the deceased passetheitarewell prayer of the community of believer®i

the welcoming company of those who nee faith ngdorbut see God face to face. For two thousandyea
Catholic Cemeteries have been our heritage andalaionclusion to our lives. It serves as a syntfdhe
extended community of believers unbroken by death.

To be buried together as a family and a communitg Wave lived and shared their faith in the Church
which Jesus Christ established is the very reasgnwe, as Catholics, choose to be buried in a Qiatho
Cemetery.



